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CONCEPT BRIEF:

India’s North Eastern Region (NER) is surrounded by five countries – Nepal, Bhutan, 
Bangladesh, China and Myanmar with the transboundary river basin of Ganges-Brahmaputra-
Meghna (GBM) covering around 1.7 million square kilometres, impacting over 620 million 
lives. Lying underneath the mighty Himalayas, a defining feature of the region is the many 
rivers that intersect the multiple aspects of livelihood, culture, tourism, trade, connectivity and 
local community development within this region. Given the critical importance of promoting 
regional cooperation on shared waterways in Eastern South Asia, the Bay of Bengal, extending 
up to the Indo-Pacific region, the broad contours of consensus which emerged as a possible 
way forward from the recent initiatives of Asian Confluence is re-imagining river development 
through multi-faceted regional cooperation and stepped-up connectivity. As rivers are envisioned 
as a metaphor for connecting lands, people, cultures and tradition spurring growth and trade 
related activities; special emphasis must be laid on promoting best-practices in order to protect 
and preserve rivers through conscious and planned endeavours. The scope for bilateral and 
multilateral exchange, knowledge sharing and dialogues needs to be explored in this regard.

The fourth edition of Young Scholar’s Forum (YSF) a flagship Youth initiative of the Asian 
Confluence, focused on the theme of “Engaging Youth to Re-envision the regional discourse 
and action on Water and Rivers: for connectivity, tourism, livelihood and climate change 
adaptation”. The aim of the forum is to provide a platform and network to young scholars from 
across the region to ideate, debate, cooperate and synergize towards a common vision which they 
can then further champion.  YSF 2019 further had the following sub-themes: 

• River and coastal connectivity in Eastern South Asia 
• Rivers as a means of livelihood 
• Regional Cooperation on Water 
• Climate Change and rivers 
• Tourism

The Young Scholars Forum 2019 laid a special emphasis on BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative 
for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation) as a regional mechanism to engage 
beyond borders to unite young minds for a regional vision. BISMTEC as a regional comprises seven 
Member States: five from South Asia, including Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and 
two (Myanmar & Thailand) from Southeast Asia. and is a sector-driven cooperative organization—
including trade, technology, energy, transport, tourism, fisheries, agriculture, public health, poverty 
alleviation, counter-terrorism, environment, culture, people to people contact and climate change. 
YSF 2019 aimed to align with this sector driven approach to ignite young scholarship on finding 
common narratives to engage on the premise that the region is naturally connected by rivers. YSF 
2019 also explored synergies and learning from the experience of the Mekong region.
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SUMMARY OF DISCUSSIONS AND INSIGHTS:

Day 1: March 18, 2019

The conference was started off by Mr. Sabyasachi Dutta, Executive Director, Asian Confluence, 
with his welcome remarks and by felicitating honorable dignitaries Shri. Ram Muivah, IAS, 
Secretary, North Eastern Council, Government of India, HE Ambassador M. Shahidul Islam, 
Secretary General, BIMSTEC Secretariat, Bangladesh, Ambassador TCA Raghavan, Director 
General, Indian Council of World Affairs, New Delhi, India and Mr. P P Shrivastav, Chairman, 
Governing Council, Asian Confluence. In his welcome remarks he stressed on the idea of 
Eastern South Asia region, comprising of Northeast India and its eastern neighbours in the 
Bay of Bengal, as a water-linked region, as opposed to land-locked and touched upon Asian 
Confluence’s efforts in uniting and integrating this region through its initiative, NADI

The inaugural session had many eminent speakers who shared their views, ideas and appreciation 
for the Young Scholars’ forum. Mr. Ram Muivah, Secretary, North East Council, Shillong 
highlighted that North East Region (NER) of India has huge potential in terms of tourism, 
fishery, international cross border trade, extensive international boundaries, although yet to 
live up to the expectations given several limitations. He also expressed optimism that the Act 
East policy has the potential to transform NER into a water-linked land-bridge as opposed to 
the often repeated epithet for thee NER, viz. land locked territory. HE Amb. Shahidul Islam, 
Secretary General, BIMSTEC Secretariat remembered fond memories of the Asian Confluence 
International NADI festival, Dhaka in 2017 and shared that the Secretariat is majorly looking 
at new allies of connectivity around waterways, coastal shipping and maritime cooperation. 
Flagging several MoUs and agreements that have been signed between member states, he 
opined that BIMSTEC member countries are headed towards co-creating a prosperous region. 
He also welcome innovative initiatives by young researchers and scholars in the region and 
promised support from the BIMSTEC Secretariat to take the ideas ahead. Amb. Raghavan 
emphasised the critical importance of the Act East Policy and acknowledge scholarship as the 
key to harness potential in the NER. According to him, there is a strong need to look beyond 
national sovereignty and re-imagine our boundaries so as to gradually move towards a regional 
identity, which will, in turn help us to effectively harness the potential that the region promises.  

Following that, the first technical session was on Tourism. The session was extremely vibrant, 
both in terms of richness of the content and also participation. Mr. Pankaj Hazarika, Director 
(India), BIMSTEC Secretariat, shared some of the key meetings that had happened on tourism 
between the member countries of BIMSTEC. He further shared recent developments on cargo 
movement, BIMSTEC motor vehicles agreement, development of air and railway links in 
the BIMSTEC region, which, he opined, will lead to higher connectivity and prosperity in 
the region. Dr. Shah Mohammad Tanvir Monsur, Bangladesh Assistant High Commissioner, 
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Guwahati, shared some of the initiatives that had already been taken in Guwahati particularly 
linking Bangladesh and the NER. He highlighted the issue of a “mind-locked perception” that 
exists among people of the region and opined that it is this perceptional hurdle that holds 
higher cooperation and prosperity within the region, to ransom. He further shared regarding 
some recent positive initiatives like Bangladesh delegation visiting Assam during the literary 
festival, the recently inked MoU between tour operators of Assam and Bangladesh and thee 
growing trends in medical tourism between the countries. Taking on from the mind-locked 
issue flagged by Dr Monsur, Dr. Anwar, Director, Institute of Business Administration, Dhaka 
University, Bangladesh, shared his views on how evolved tourism ideas can be in the form of 
unique propositions that uses various global trends, technology and mind-shifts, giving rise 
to sustainable social enterprises that envisages and helps plan for a prosperous future that is 
beyond the immediate and obvious. Identifying potential tourism products in Vietnam, Ms. 
Nguyen Thi Hien, Department of Economy and Development Studies, Vietnam Institute for 
Indian and Southwest Asia Studies (VIISAS), Ha Noi, Vietnam specifically talked about the 
floating markets, presently creating a buzz with both local and foreign tourists. These markets 
are also used as international platforms to showcase and promote local handicrafts and allied 
produce, she further shared. Mrs. Rose Kharsynthiew, Meghalaya Basin Development Authority 
(MBDA), Meghalaya, shared her experience of visiting Kampong Plouk community in Tonle 
Sap, in the Siem Reap province of Cambodia and highlighted the success story of community-
regulated and participatory boating services for tourists that exists in that community with equal 
and sustainable benefit sharing mechanisms. Mr. Uday Shankar Das, Rajiv Gandhi University, 
Naharlagun, Arunchal Pradesh, referred to rivers as the connecting and communicating 
instrument for any civilization to develop. He shared very interesting facts and figures from 
his study showing how the tourism in NER is merely 1 percent of what is happening in 
India, highlighting the untapped potential and flagging some ideas on cruise and backwater 
tourism. Ms. Nabila Nuzhat Hye, Research Associate, Asian Center for Development, Sylhet, 
Bangladesh presented an overview of a Global Immersion Program (GIP) initiative jointly 
designed by Asian Center for Development, Bangladesh and Asian Confluence, India in order 
to introduce an Assam-Meghalaya-Sylhet river circuit Immersion Program for youths, later 
this year. Mr. Sachin Kumar Behera, Research Scholar, Department of Tourism and Hotel 
Management, NEHU discussed the importance of water based tourism in generating income 
and livelihood opportunities in the state of Meghalaya. 

The second technical session on Rivers and Coastal Connectivity in Eastern South Asia laid 
emphasis on the geo-political aspect of negotiations and hence, progress of dialogues on 
transboundary rivers. Mr. Shyam KC, Director, Research and Development, AIDIA, Nepal, 
highlighted the international conventions on rights of upper and lower riparian countries and 
the history of negotiations that took place between Nepal and India on shared rivers. Dr. Mirza 
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Rahman, Visiting Research Associate, Border Studies Programme, Institute of Chinese Studies, 
Delhi, India, talked about the aspect of cooperation on transboundary rivers and strategies of 
community engagement, which will help in creating a riparian goodwill for multilateral gains 
within the South Asian countries. Dr. Enamul Haque, Professor, East West University, Dhaka, 
Bangladesh, highlighted the need to build capacities and lead to perception shifts in order to 
bring about a ‘sea-change’ in building and utilising physical infrastructure, as well as ensuring 
the sustainability aspect of it. Mr. Prithviraj Nath, Senior Fellow, Asian Confluence talked 
about some of the recent shifts in policy climate on maritime connectivity and pointed out the 
strategic issues and hurdles that the region has. He particularly harped on the need to find a 
common ground between the “global” and “local” and the need for all development projects 
to be informed by ground realties and aspirations, as well as the criticality of local political 
ownership of development projects and discourses.  

In the expert speak session, Dr. Lam Shabong, Director, MBDA, Meghalaya shared some of the 
wonderful experiments that have been done by the MBDA on soil conservation, soil restoration, 
reclamation of mine areas and grey water recycling. He shared a detailed presentation on the 
various facts about these experiments, including the entire process of implementing them and 
the challenges and hurdles encountered. This was followed by an interesting deliberation by Dr. 
Anamika Baruah, Professor, IIT Guwahati, who talked about engaging youth in transboudary 
discourses. She outlined several rationale to highlight the need for engagement by youth in 
regional policy frameworks and also highlighted concerns about the “gender blindness” and 
hence “gender-exclusionary” discourses and spaces of transboudary policy frameworks and 
policy framing processes. This was followed by the Practitioners’ Speak, wherein, Dr. Hygina 
Siangbood, Research Scholar, MBDA, discussed the real life experiment being implemented by 
MBDA. She shared about the Thailand experience on Vetiver grass that she had come to know 
from one of the recent initiatives of the Asian Confluence, and in that light, shared the case of 
Vetiver grass as a major nature - based solution that MBDA is presently carrying out to help 
in soil restoration and reclamation. She also shared early evidence on how water-scarce parts 
of rural Meghalaya are benefitting from adopting such practices. MBDA’s ‘Green Mission’ 
has been instrumental in creating a sustainability and nature-based solution approach in many 
parts of rural Meghalaya. This was apparent from the presentation Mr. Jywra who is a Green 
Volunteer o f MBDA. He shared about the various activities that he and dother volunteers 
undertake including afforestation with community participation, green school development, 
capturing young minds with the concept of school nurseries, waste water management through 
soak-pits and village resource mapping and the likes. The Practitioners’ Speak provided an 
excellent peek into the real-life experiences, impact and results from on-ground interventions 
linked to sustainable planning, management and utilisation of water and water-linked natural 
resources.
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Day 2: March 19, 2018

The second day started off with Mr. Phrang Roy, IAS (Retired), Former Head, International 
Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), highlighting the idea of “black-box-thinking” 
where one looks at issues, challenges and possible solutions as being  an integral part of 
the set-up and situation, as opposed to looking in from an bystander’s viewpoint and/or 
expertise. He also emphasised that we need to address 21st century problems with 21st century 
solutions and not solutions that are based on ideas, perceptions and discourses that belong to 
the bygone era and century. He further shared that while we have reasonably strengthened, 
engaged and empowered the two pillars of government and markets, the third pillar of people 
and communities need to be equally empowered, included and strengthened if we are to find 
sustainable solutions to our present day problems. New-age and upcoming solutions should 
ideally emerge through creative breakthroughs that combine indigenous and local knowledge 
systems with modern and traditional knowledge system, he further added. Mr. Aditya Pillar, 
Senior Researcher, Centre for Policy Research (CPR), New Delhi, posed very pertinent 
and uncomfortable questions around the issues of mistrust and lack of credibility between 
governments and civil society organisations in the region. He stressed that with shrinking 
funding support and space for credible advocacy, civil society organisations are increasingly 
being marginalised and facing critical challenges of survival and silencing of voices. Capacity 
challenge is another hurdle  towards effective participation and inclusion of civil society and 
community voice in policymaking and implementation. H opined the way forward is to form 
coalitions among civil society and allies to even out the power imbalance in negotiations 
between civil society/communities and governments. He further opined that the unequal power 
equations could be balanced to an extent with various actors and layers of people coming in 
and joining the coalition, thereby trying to help with the negotiations on pertinent questions of 
development, inclusion, participation and justice. 

The session on ‘Rivers as means of Livelihood’ discussed a host of issues and ideas, which 
were diverse, yet connected. Dr. Temjenmeren Ao, Research Fellow, ICWA, New Delhi, India, 
presented on fishing as a river-liked livelihood in the NER and pointed out that the region is 
yet to reach self-sufficiency in fish production, resulting in a high regional dependency on fish 
imports. The Blue Revolution vision by the Government of India seeks to modernise fishery 
management and incorporate new technologies, while also enabling the empowerment of the 
fishery communities. Some of the key interventions ongoing under this initiative are expansion 
of area under aquaculture, promotion of cage culture, integrated fish farming and use of derelict 
water bodies. He opined that this initiative has the potential to modernise and substantially benefit 
the livelihood of fishing in the NER and lead to enhanced economic gains and prosperity for the 
people of the region. Dr. Arindam Chakrabarty, Assistant Professor, Rajiv Gandhi University, 
Arunachal Pradesh, shard findings from a study on rivers of Assam and linked livelihoods. 
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Among other things, he warned about the increasing levels of ground water depletion and a 
decreasing contribution of such water-extractive activities to Gross State Domestic Product 
(GSDP) for Assam. Ruing the lack of dependable data for research, he recommended large 
scale and multi-dimensional research with real life data set in a time-bound, result-oriented 
approach, failing which, research ca not provide realistic recommendations and solutions, he 
argued. Ms. Juri Baruah, Research Scholar, TISS, Guwahati, shared insights from her study on 
traditional livelihood insecurities and seasonal challenges of local Kumar (potter) communities 
dwelling in the Salmora district of Assam, with change in the environmental, ecological and 
economical scenario of the place. She shared how changing dimensions of river development 
and ttraining, has exposed the Kumar community to compulsive shifts towards livelihoods that 
they have no skills for and dhence leads to their marginalisation. Dr. Lalit Saikia, Assistant 
Professor, Department of Earth Science, University of Science shared critical observations on 
reduction in the natural grassland and forest with increase in agricultural practices in different 
bars and islands of Brahmaputra river in Assam during the period of 1994-2014. The study 
further revealed that loss of agricultural land and homestead land due to river bank erosion 
and growing population has compelled the riverine people to explore agricultural activities in 
inter fluvial landmasses in post-monsoon months, which in turn, impacts the larger ecological 
balances and flows of the river system. Mr. Sayandeep Chattopadhyay, Senior Research 
Associate, Asian Confluence, talked about the possibility of reinvigorating riverine trading 
and linked livelihoods in the region. He suggested an idea of exploring mechanisms to restore 
formal trading between communities across flowing/riverine international boundaries in the 
sub-region. To this end, he proposed an idea on exploring possibilities of starting “Border-
Ghaats” at riverine borders, along the lines of Border Haats that presently function along India-
Bangladesh land borders.

The last technical session focused on Climate change and Rivers. Mr. Nguyen Van Linh, 
Researcher, Institute for Indian and Southwest Asian Studies, Ha Noi, Vietnam shared insights 
from a study that explored climate change impacts on the flow regimes, floods, water quality 
of rivers, and Vietnam’s adaptation efforts to protect the rivers in the context of global climate 
change. Mr. Sayantan Sengupta, Manager, Climate Change Program, Earth Day Network, 
Kolkata, reflected on the present status of some of the critically endangered aquatic species 
of India, and showcased some species preservation success stories, in the context of looming 
climate change concerns. Mr. Rupam Bhaduri, Centre for the Environment, IIT Guwahati, 
Assam, shared findings and insights fromm aon ongoing study that aims to look at how the 
variability in precipitation and temperature over the Brahmaputra River Basin can have an 
impact on the basin, its myriad uses and the implications for lives and livelihoods linked to 
the basin. He also shared insights on how communities living on or liked to the basin and river 
system can adapt to such impacts. He argued that the exclusion of these climatic factors in 
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decision and policy making has the potential to make the basin even more sensitive to climate 
change. In that light, he shared that his research aims to come up  with a decision making 
model which is inclusive of climate dynamics, so as to reduce the vulnerability aspects for 
ecosystems, lives and livelihoods linked to the river basin.  

The concluding session provided a summary of key discussions, inputs, insights and ideas and 
also discussed possible action agenda in terms of tangible collaborations, efforts and projects 
that can be taken up by institutions and individuals who were part of the forum. It ended on a 
positive note of already cemented collaboration initiatives among participating organisations 
and promises for much more in the coming days, with  a view to take ahead the theme and 
agenda of the forum. The usefulness of the Asian Confluence initiative of NADI was also 
particularly highlighted by participants to this end and it was unanimously agreed that the 
NADI platform can help in furthering the agenda on cooperation and collaborations around 
shared waters and rivers so as to lead to overall prosperity. 

A total twenty four Institutions and organisations participated at the two-day forum, which 
includes IIT Guwahati, BIMSTEC Secretariat, North Eastern Council, Indian Council of World 
Affairs, Bangladesh Assistant High Commissioner, Guwahati, AIDIA, Asian Development 
Center, Vietnam Institute for Indian and Southwest Asian Studies, Guwahati University, Rajiv 
Gandhi University, Earth Day Network, Center for Policy Research and Meghalaya Basin 
Development Authority among others.  

The participants of the forum lauded the spirit and effort of putting this together and unanimously 
agreed that engagement of young minds is a key ingredient towards solving development 
challenges of the region, comprising of North East India and its eastern neighbours. The forum 
ended on the positive note that with the right kind of coalitions, collaborations, research, 
advocacy and lobbying, young researchers, civil societies and other development partners will 
collectively be able to harness the immense potential that the Eastern South Asia region and 
the larger BIMSTEC region has, in terms of cross-border trade, tourism, water resources, and 
hordes of other sectors. This, in turn, will help the region to transform itself from a land-locked 
to a water-linked land bridge
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KEY RECOMMENDATIONS AND IDEA BOARD: 

The forum came up with several insights, recommendations and ideas towards re-envisioning 
the regional discourse and action on Water and Rivers on matters of connectivity, tourism, 
livelihood and climate change adaptation. Other than theme- specific recommendations and 
ideas, it was agreed almost unanimously that the Asian Confluence river festival NADI can 
be immensely useful to take ahead the agenda, recommendations and ideas that have emerged.  
The table below captures some of the key session-wise recommendations and ideas for further 
research that emerged from the discussions during the two-day forum. 

Tourism for better sub-regional integration, economic and peace dividends
Recommendations: 
• Assess the footprint of promoting tourism in the region on various resources (natural, 

social and political) and also critical to put in place sustainable policies, standards and 
practices for tourism management. 

• Assess state/province level, federal and regional (wherever applicable) policies for 
countries in the region to understand policy gaps and also possible enablers, with particular 
reference to sustainable tourism frameworks and best practices from the neighbourhood 
(e.g. Greater Mekong Sub-region, GMS) and beyond. 

• Learning from good practices and success stories from the neighbourhood and beyond; 
for e.g. the Tonle Sap community-managed tourism examples with structured benefit 
sharing mechanisms and sustainability plans. Also the Bhutan experience of promoting 
high-value low-footprint responsible tourism with particular reference to possible 
learning opportunities for the North Eastern States of India and the Hills states of Nepal, 
a to a lesser extent, Myanmar and Bangladesh

• Initiate higher exchange and travel by young minds to the region from within and beyond 
the region and thereby create opportunities for exposure on diverse culture, ethnic, social,, 
political and economical realties to help the youth develop a better understanding of the 
e region and its pulse. This could be in the form of Global Immersion Programs (GIPs). 
It may be pertinent to mention here that Asian Center for Development, Bangladesh and 
Asian Confluence, India are already collaborating to put together a similar initiative to 
explore Assam - Meghalaya - Sylhet in the form of a River Circuit Immersion Program 
for youths in 2019.

• The Forum wholeheartedly seconded and supported some of the recommendations 
suggested during an earlier consultation organized by BIMSTEC Secretariat with 
international tour operator towards promoting BIMSTEC Tourism. This include:
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o Formulation of a common marketing strategy and creating a BIMSTEC brand of 
tourism

o Development of a common website for promotion and marketing, holding annual 
BIMSTEC travel conclaves

o Easing out VISA norms for promoting more tourists through BIMSTEC tourism 
traveller card,

o Development and sharing of a common safety protocols for adventure tourismo 
Development of common BIMSTEC temples and Buddhist tourist circuits

Further Research Ideas/Deep-diving required on:

• Gaps (policy, practice, regulatory frameworks, etc.) and Needs (capacity, technology, 
frameworks, etc.) assessment for sustainable tourism in the region

• Sustainable tourism policy framework for the region by adapting and learning from 
good practices in the neighbourhood (South Asia, ASEAN,  GMS) and beyond (USA, 
EU, Japan, etc.) 

• Feasibility (economic, social and political) analysis for various kinds of tourism 
possibilities in the BIMSTEC region including Adventure Tourisms, Buddhist circuits, 
Cave Circuits, Nature and Birding Trails, Health tourism, Border Tourism, etc. An 
overarching emphasis on sustainable livelihoods creation will be useful. 

River and coastal connectivity in Eastern South Asia
Recommendations:
• Promote a higher share of inland waterways and coastal shipping in regional transport-

transit and trade corridors, (E.g.  Cargo transportation to the Northeast through the 
Sundarbans and Bangladesh via. Meghna - Barak waterway system). This aligns well 
with climate concerns given the lower carbon footprint of waterways and is also cost-
effective given the lower costs for water transport. 

• Policy planning and thrust on inter-modality (road-rail-air with waterways) and also 
internal (domestic) connectivity. Similarly inter-operability among various modes is to 
be ensured through enabling regulatory mechanisms. 

• Better utilisation of waterways for transporting food grains (inland waterways are highly 
suited for such bulk transport) to remote locations of North East India and also during 
flood/other calamity situations.  

• Aligning national and sub-national planning on waterways with upcoming BIMSTEC 
Connectivity Master Plan

• Expediting coastal shipping among BIMSTEC member countries along the lines of thee 
India-Bangladesh coastal shipping arrangement.



14

14

• Co-creating Riparian Goodwill and Leadership using historical ties, scientific evidence 
and existing/emerging regional platforms (including BIMSTEC) to promote higher 
people-to-people connect in the region. 

• Co-creating a regional multilateral spirit in managing and maintaining rivers and riverbeds, 
ensuring inclusive and sustainable dividends for all and thereby promote regional integration. 
This is to be done through evidence-based dialogues, exchange, stakeholder consultations 
and campaigning for regional prosperity at macro, meso and micro levels. Platforms such as 
the Asian Confluence river festival NADI and such other similar forums can be instrumental 
in this direction and needs to be effectively harnessed to this end.

Further Research Ideas/Deep-diving required on:

• Better understanding on river/water governance frameworks within states/provinces 
and between states and the centre. It is also important to understand how or whether at 
all, overall water governance policy frameworks link to or interact with water-transport 
related issues at the state/province, centre and regional levels. This is crucial to facilitate 
informed policy planning and dove-tailing of provincial, central and regional policies and 
development plans. 

• Creating ground level evidence and data on benefits of waterway and coastal transport 
and connectivity. This will require thorough analysis of present transport-transit–
connectivity scenarios in the region, including factors that relate to local economic, 
political and development parameters. The idea will be to create buy-in and ownership of 
inland waterways and coastal ways as viable and feasible corridors for trade and transit 
and also enablers of sustainable livelihoods in the region. 

• Better understanding of challenges and hence, solutions towards improving Institutional 
and Regulatory connectivity gaps among states/provinces and centre and also among 
nation states in the region. This includes reducing non-tariff barriers and improving 
digital and financial connectivity

• Identifying champions, forums and platforms to help create riparian goodwill, leadership 
and multilateral spirit on management of shared rivers and water through enhanced 
people-to-people contacts. 

Rivers as means of Livelihood 
Recommendations:

• Understanding the trade-offs between promoting waterways connectivity and river-
linked livelihoods so as to appropriately inform policymaking and make it balanced and 
inclusive. 

• Improving data, information and evidence availability on rivers and water-linked lives 
and livelihoods.
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• Reinvigorating riverine trading and linked livelihoods in the region. Presently “non-
functional’ riverine trade routes/corridors could be re-imagined with a focus on benefitting 
communities through more localised trade, leading to economic upliftment of border 
communities. An idea on exploring possibilities of “Border-Ghaats” was floated in this 
direction. These will be along the lines of Border Haats, but on river banks/ports. 

• Exploring Non-Conventional Aquaculture Techniques, Expansion of Area under 
Aquaculture, Cage Culture, Integrated Fish Farming, Use of Derelict water Bodies so as 
to enhance aquaculture related livelihoods and fish production, which in turn will lessen 
the dependency on fish imports.

• Reinstating and enhancing traditional and sustainable river-linked livelihoods, as also 
adapting them to present needs. 

Further Research Ideas/Deep-diving required on:

• Creating better and  more robust evidence base and hence understanding, on the trade-offs 
between waterways connectivity (and its various aspects like river-training, dredging, 
etc.) and river-linked traditional livelihoods like subsistence fishing, ferrying (small-
country boats), pottery (e.g. Kumar community of Majuli island), etc. and their shifting 
patterns given ongoing developments (infrastructure and otherwise), with particular 
emphasis on marginalised communities.

• Evidence-based assessment of river and water-linked livelihoods, including traditional 
form of livelihoods (e.g. fishing), so as to understand their needs and align/adapt them to 
changing scenarios and realities, wherever applicable. 

• Exploring traditional/historical riverine trade routes to understand whether they can be 
adapted to present circumstances and subsequently, lead to livelihood creation through 
riverine trade. The idea of “Border Ghaats”, particularly on  flowing boundaries and 
transboundary rivers could be explored along the lines of the India-Bangladesh Border 
Haat experience.

Climate Change and Rivers
Recommendations:

• Improving ground water management frameworks, particularly in the North East states 
of India where such initiatives are at a nascent stage. Policy and practice needs o be based 
on a mixed approach of traditional and modern to be successful. Emphasis to be laid on 
how to harness modern technology for planning and also on learning from good practices 
at community levels from neighboring region and beyond. 

• Undertake long term and scientific research and analysis on impact of climate change 
and allied factors (over-exploitation of resources, habitat loss, shifting land masses, etc.) 
on aquatic species in the Brahmaputra and Ganga river systems to help find sustainable 
solutions towards balancing ecological flows and livelihoods (e.g. fishing, tourism).



16

16

• Initiate projects for storage, preservation and sustainable utilisation of rain, surface and 
ground water in hilly areas to help people and particularly agri-producers to deal with 
resource degradation due to climate vagaries and grow better crops in multiple seasons.  

• Rainwater harvesting needs to be an integral part of the region’s policy and practice. 
Appropriate policy and regulations to be initiated and strengthened in this direction, 
based on existing secondary and ground-level primary evidence. 

• Improve policy, regulation and strategies to ensure protection against erosion, retention of 
land resources and flood management in changing climatic and  socio-political scenario,  
with particular emphasis on char (river embankments) areas.

• Existing and upcoming scientific evidence and analysis on rivers, water and related 
natural resource management issues need to be strongly incorporated into policy planning. 
Particular emphasis needed on scenario planning, mitigation measures and hence policy 
direction in terms of climate change and its impacts on natural resources like rivers, river 
beds, species and landmass.

Further Research Ideas/Deep-diving required on:

• Undertake long term and scientific analysis of impact on aquatic species in the 
Brahmaputra river system (particularly fresh water fish species) to understand habitat 
alterations, water-use practices for livelihoods (e.g. fishing) and allied industries, there 
has been a threat of extinction for the fresh water fish species in India, which will in turn 
have adverse impacts on ecology and livelihood. 

• Identifying mechanisms, forums and champions to help harness scientific evidence and 
analysis in policy planning for water and water-linked natural resource management at 
micro, meso and macro levels.
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YOUNG SCHOLARS’ FORUM 2019
SESSION-WISE PROCEEDINGS
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DAY 1: Monday, 18th March, 2019

9:30 am - 10:30 am : Inaugural Session

Chair   : Mr. P P Shrivastav,
      Chairman, Governing Council, Asian Confluence

Introduction  : Mr. Sabyasachi Dutta,
      Executive Director, Asian Confluence

Special Address by : Shri. Ram Muivah, IAS,(Guest of Honour)
      Secretary, North Eastern Council, Government of India

Special Address by : Amb. M. Shahidul Islam, (Chief Guest)
      Secretary General, BIMSTEC Secretariat

Keynote Address  : Amb. TCA Raghavan,

      Director General, ICWA

Vote of Thanks

Mr. Sabyasachi Dutta, Executive Director, Asian Confluence, started off the day with his 
welcome remarks and by felicitating honorable dignitaries Shri. Ram Muivah, IAS, Secretary, 
North Eastern Council, Government of India, HE Ambassador M. Shahidul Islam, Secretary 
General, BIMSTEC Secretariat, Bangladesh, Ambassador TCA Raghavan, Director General, 
Indian Council of World Affairs, New Delhi, India and Mr. P P Shrivastav, Chairman, Governing 
Council, Asian Confluence. In his welcome remarks he stressed on the idea of Eastern South 
Asia region, comprising of Northeast India and its eastern neighbours in the Bay of Bengal, as 
a water-linked region, as opposed to land-locked and touched upon Asian Confluence’s efforts 
in uniting and integrating this region through its initiative, NADI.

Shri. Ram Muivah, IAS, Secretary, North Eastern Council, 
Government of India, during his special address, highlighted 
that Northeast has 38 percent of the country’s share of 
water, with Barak and Brahmaputra as the major forces. He 
further pointed out the immense potential that Northeast has 
in terms of tourism, fishery and cross-border trade having 
extensive international borders and opined that a realisation 
of the Act East Policy will indeed make the region ‘water - 
linked land - bridge’ instead of ‘land - locked’. Highlighting 

the presence of perennial water sources in the region as the cheapest means of transport, he 
opined that inland water connectivity within and beyond the region is likely to serve the purpose 
of boosting international heritage tourism, inter-country routes, employment and livelihoods.
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HE Ambassador M. Shahidul Islam, Secretary General, 
BIMSTEC Secretariat shared fond memories from the 
NADI International river festival of Asian Confluence 
which was organized in Dhaka in 2017, and emphasized 
on the centrality of Northeast to the BIMSTEC agenda of 
cooperation and economic integration. According to him, 
the numerous rivers that flow from the Himalayas into 
the Bay of Bengal have acted as a strong natural connect 
in terms of creating a common ecology, a distinct cultural 

space and a common trading area across the region. The establishment of BIMSTEC, way back 
in 1997, with seven member countries can be seen as an effort to reclaim old historical linkages 
and shared cultural heritage. During the fourth BIMSTEC Summit held in Kathmandu, Nepal 
in August 2018, BIMSTEC leaders reiterated the geographical contiguity, abundant natural 
and human resources, rich historical linkages and cultural heritage for promoting deeper 
cooperation in identified core areas in the region. He acknowledged that the development of a 
sustainable and economically viable inland waterways sector in the sub-region can contribute 
to the achievement of sustainable development goals through poverty reduction and job 
creation and that the land - locked BIMSTEC member states like Nepal and Bhutan might 
benefit from the inland waterways in Bangladesh and India through multi-modal connectivity 
initiatives. Recent developments like signing of MoU between Bangladesh and Bhutan on the 
use of inland waterways for bilateral trade and transit cargo as well as on passenger and cruise 
services on the coastal and inland routes between India and Bangladesh is one such example. 
Furthermore, he flagged several other agreements and MoUs that member states have signed 
to cooperate on inland waterways and maritime area. He concluded by welcoming the Young 
Scholars’ Forum by Asian Confluence and extending BIMSTEC Secretariat’s support towards 
all such initiatives to encourage young scholars and researchers in the sub-region.

Ambassador TCA Raghavan, Director General, Indian 
Council of World Affairs, New Delhi, India, in his keynote 
address, emphasized on the Act East Policy and said that 
scholarship is the key, as without knowledge, it is not 
possible to harness the full potential of these connectivity 
aspects. Talking about rivers and civilizational identities, 
Amb. Raghavan touched upon the need to revisit our 
understanding around national boundaries and borders in 
the context of South Asian sub-region. He also shared that 

it is important to look beyond national sovereignty and associate more as a regional entity. 
Acknowledging BIMSTEC’s role in integrating Northeast India and Southeast Asia for 
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greater benefit and prosperity of the people, Amb. Raghavan pointed out the significant role of 
connectivity in shaping up the entire discourse of regional integration.

Thanking all the distinguished guests 
in the panel for their kind presence 
and thought provoking deliberations, 
Mr. P P Srivastava, Chairman, 
Governing Council, Asian Confluence, 
specifically pointed out the prime role 
of BIMSTEC in making the best use 
of physical connectivity in the region 
through inputs of intellectual connect, 
and thereby steering this sub-region 

towards a brighter tomorrow. The session concluded with vote of thanks from Mr. Prithviraj 
Nath, Senior Fellow, Asian Confluence.

10:30 am – 12:30 pm : Tourism for better sub-regional integration, economic 
      and peace dividends

Chair   : Amb. M. Shahidul Islam,
      Secretary General, BIMSTEC Secretariat

Presenters:

• BIMSTEC Tourism framework, Mr. Pankaj Hazarika, Director (India), BIMSTEC Secretariat

• Tourism and Connectivity developments between Bangladesh and India, Dr. Shah 
Mohammad Tanvir Monsur, Bangladesh Assistant High Commissioner, Guwahati

• Possibilities of inland waterways tourism between Bangladesh and India, Dr. Syed Ferhat 
Anwar, Director, Institute of Business Administration, Dhaka University, Mekong Delta 
tourism: The Vietnam Experience, Ms. Nguyen Thi Hien, Department of Economy and 
Development Studies, Vietnam Institute for Indian and Southwest Asia Studies (VIISAS), 
Ha Noi, Vietnam

• Riverine and water tourism: Community managed success stories and learning for the 
region, Mrs. Rose  Kharsynthiew, MBDA, Meghalaya.

• Socio-Economic Transformation in Assam: Explorations and Innovations in Brahmaputra 
Riverine Tourism, Dr. Arindam Chakrabarty & Mr. Uday Sankar Das, Rajiv Gandhi 
University, Arunachal Pradesh

• Nature Based Tourism: Introducing Assam-Meghalaya-Sylhet circuit for youths, Ms. Nabila 
Nuzhat Hye, Research Associate, Asian Center for Development, Sylhet, Bangladesh
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• Prospects of water based tourism in Meghalaya, Mr. Sachin Kumar Behera & Mr. 
Rashmi Ranjan Choudhury, Research Scholar, Department of Tourism and Hotel 
Management, NEHU.

The first technical session on ‘ Tourism for better sub-regional integration, economic and 
peace dividends’ was jointly chaired by HE Amb. M Shahidul Islam, Secretary General, 
BIMSTEC Secretariat, Bangladesh and Dr. A K Enamul Haque, Professor, East West University, 
Dhaka, Bangladesh. Amb. Islam focused on the role of BIMSTEC in promoting tourism and 
establishing multi-modal connectivity across the Eastern South Asian sub-region. He also 
urged the young scholars and academicians to come up with tangible, outcome-oriented ideas 
and share those with BIMSTEC in order to establish a more prosperous Bay of Bengal region.

Talking about the BIMSTEC tourism framework, Mr. 
Pankaj Hazarika, Director (India), BIMSTEC Secretariat 
shared that tourism is one of the 6 initially identified 
sectors of cooperation in BIMSTEC, identified way back 
in 1997. In a recently held conference, there has been a 
proposal to physically establish a BIMSTEC Tourism 
Information Center for better information dissemination and 
coordination within the member states. Furthermore, the 
institution is promoting the idea of BIMSTEC Visa through 

Op-eds, articles and policy papers to facilitate intra and inter - regional tourism. According 
to him, BIMSTEC urges all its member countries to facilitate student exchanges in pursuit 
of cultural and artistic excellence and intends to prioritize all BIMSTEC member country 
citizens for visiting archaeological sites within the region. Formulation of a common marketing 
strategy such as creating a BIMSTEC brand of tourism, development of a common website 
for promotion and marketing, holding annual BIMSTEC travel conclaves, easing out VISA 
norms for promoting more tourists through BIMSTEC tourism traveller card, development 
and sharing of a common safety protocols for adventure tourism and development of common 
BIMSTEC temples and Buddhist tourist circuits are some of the few policy recommendations 
which came up from the 2017 BIMSTEC summit with international tour operators.

Dr. Shah Mohammad Tanvir Monsur, Bangladesh 
Assistant High Commissioner, Guwahati stressed on the need 
to enhance intra-regional trade within the SAARC countries, 
which is less than 5 percent at present. In his opinion, a 
restructuring of the tariff rates would help in establishing 
value chains across the region. Cumbersome border checking 
mechanisms and lack of political buy-in at local levels 
impede tourism development between Bangladesh and India, 
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he opined. To cite an example, Dr. Monsur referred to an unprecedented delay in launching 
a bus service from Sylhet (Bangladesh) to Silchar (Assam, India), despite having (seasonal) 
demands of passenger from both sides. A recent initiative from Assistant High Commission 
of Bangladesh in Guwahati brought together Tour Operators’ Association of Bangladesh and 
Assam to facilitate a MoU, wherein tourism packages at concessional rates and launching of 
a joint website has been mutually agreed upon. According to him, Bangladesh and Northeast 
India has greater prospects of development in medical, academic and ‘blood - relation’ tourism. 
Participation of Northeast delegates from Assam and Meghalaya at Bangladesh Travel and 
Tourism Fare in April 2019 would further enhance scopes and boost up relations between 
Bangladesh and India in the sector of tourism, he hoped.

“When you enter a particular country as a tourist, you’re 
a guest, but when you are in the border, you’re an alien”, 
observed Dr. Syed Ferhat Anwar, Director, Institute of 
Business Administration, Dhaka University, Bangladesh 
during his remarks on possibilities of inland waterways 
tourism within Eastern South Asia. His opinion on a four 
dimensional framework of government, private sector, 
society and academia, working together in order to prospect 
tourism of ‘beyond tomorrow’, is a thought in itself. He 

talked about the concept of ‘sufism’ and its uniqueness in bringing together all cultures and 
religions. Being the largest pluralistic society in the world, the region has immense potential to 
prosper tourism beyond profits: by satisfying people’s need, safeguarding interest of the planet 
and ensure regional linkages. A region, which is so rich in social enterprise as well as rivers and 
water should ideally be prospering in tourism.

Talking of Mekong Delta tourism, Ms. Nguyen Thi Hien, 
Department of Economy and Development Studies, Vietnam 
Institute for Indian and Southwest Asia Studies (VIISAS), 
Ha Noi, Vietnam shared the scoreboard of some of the key 
indicators for GMS Tourism Performance 2016, where, 
Vietnam is far ahead as compared to other GMS countries 
in terms of factors like number of international visitor 
arrivals and accommodation and tour services. Although, 
economically high-end tourism has flourished in Thailand, 

Vietnam is performing considerably well in the sectoral contribution of tourism to employment 
and GDP. Identifying potential tourism products in Vietnam, Ms. Hien specifically talked 
about the floating markets, presently creating a buzz with both local and foreign tourists. These 
markets are also used as international platforms to showcase and promote local handicrafts and 
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allied produce. Her study revealed that by 2050, the Mekong Delta will socially prosper more 
as a region, with higher per capita income, with substantial contribution by the agriculture 
sector which is expected to increasingly shift towards ecological agriculture and high-quality 
applied agriculture, with such proportion reaching almost 80 percent of all agriculture. Some 
of her recommendation were as follows: 

• Developing tourism to become a key economic sector based on regional/local and 
individual human values.

• Improving tourism promotion and marketing with focus on brand enhancement, 
destination management and focused administration.

• Nurturing community best practices and community managed success stories from 
the Mekong region; particularly about management of fisheries, tourism, use of flood 
waters and converting them into livelihood opportunities.

Mrs. Rose Kharsynthiew, MBDA, Meghalaya, shared 
her experience of visiting Kampong Plouk community in 
Tonle Sap, in the Siem Reap province of Cambodia and 
highlighted the success story of community-regulated and 
participatory boating services for tourists that exists in 
that community with equal and sustainable benefit sharing 
mechanisms. Proposing a community conversation series 
between Tonle Sap and Dawki, Meghalaya in respect of 
community led management of tourism, particularly about 

boating services offered to tourists, Mrs. Rose referred to a recent Case study on ‘Mekong - 
Brahmaputra conversation: Learning and Ideas for Northeast and Bangladesh’, conducted by 
Asian Confluence. According to her, although Dawki has flourished as a tourism destination in 
Meghalaya, the local entities who are engaged in tourism are not organised, regulated or well-
structured, resulting in less - than - optimum tourism satisfaction, revenues and benefit sharing. 
The Kampong Plouk example thus, presents a lot of opportunities and ideas to learn from, for 
development of tourism in Dawki.

With the dual objective of studying a comprehensive 
product mix of Brahmaputra riverine tourism 
and exploring status, challenges and innovative 
strategies to foster riverine tourism in Assam, Mr. 
Uday Shankar Das, Rajiv Gandhi University, 
Naharlagun, Arunchal Pradesh, referred to 
rivers as the connecting and communicating 
instrument for any civilization to develop. Rivers 
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are also a source of multiple economic benefits. He shared that many developed countries or 
societies have been attempting to integrate rivers as a major component to execute economic 
development and rapid socio economic transformation and in that context, his paper talks about 
an ‘all-stakeholder-participatory framework’ contributing and integrating the Brahmaputra 
river economy. He shared several insights and recommendations from the study.

In order to develop mutual trust and understanding among 
Asian neighbours, Ms. Nabila Nuzhat Hye, Research 
Associate, Asian Center for Development, Sylhet, 
Bangladesh presented an overview of a Global Immersion 
Program (GIP) initiative jointly designed by Asian Center 
for Development, Bangladesh and Asian Confluence, India 
in order to introduce an Assam-Meghalaya-Sylhet river 
circuit Immersion Program for youths. The objectives of 
this program is to provide exposure on economic, cultural 

and geo-political drivers to youths and particularly to university students in order to develop 
a better understanding on each other; provide opportunities for participants to directly engage 
with not-so-familiar cultures and transcend conventional excursions and build up a foundation 
for future integration. Identifying and acknowledging the historical riverine connections and 
tourism destinations in the above mentioned circuit, the program is expected to entail the ‘next 
stage’ Indo - Bangladesh evolution.

Mr. Sachin Kumar Behera, Research Scholar, Department 
of Tourism and Hotel Management, NEHU discussed about 
the immense potential of water based tourism in Meghalaya, 
which includes various activities such as rafting, boating, 
kayaking, big game fishing, motor boating etc. He intends 
to highlight the importance of water based tourism in 
generating income and livelihood opportunities in the state. 
Citing a successful case study of Hanuwantiya island in 
Madhya Pradesh, Mr. Behera proposed public - private 

partnership model with specific strategic development plans as a possible way forward for 
the state. Furthermore, the state may be capacitated with training programs, incentive based 
entrepreneurial approach and tourism marketing strategies for enhancing the scope of water 
based tourism.
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1:30 am – 3:15 pm  : River and coastal connectivity in Eastern South Asia
Chair   : Dr. Chandan Mahanta,
      Professor and Head, Civil Engineering Department,   
     IIT Guwahati

Presenters:

• Sea access for land locked territories: Perspectives from Nepal, Mr. Shyam KC, 
Director, Research and Development, AIDIA, Nepal

• Cooperation on  transboundary rivers: strategies for community engagement, Dr. Mirza 
Rahman, Visiting Research Associate, Border Studies Programme, Institute of Chinese 
Studies, Delhi, India

• Inland Waterways connectivity: Bangladesh Perspective: Dr. A K Enamul Haque, 
Professor, East West University, Dhaka, Bangladesh

• Recent developments in inland waterways and coastal connectivity, Mr. Prithviraj 
Nath, Sr. Fellow, Asian Confluence

The session on river and coastal connectivity in eastern south 
Asia laid emphasis on the geo-political aspect of dialogues 
on transboundary river. Prof. Chandan Mahanta, IIT 
Guwahati chaired this particular session acknowledging 
Asian Confluence for hosting such a vibrant initiative for 
the young scholars. 

Mr. Shyam KC, Director, Research and Development, 
AIDIA, Nepal highlighted the international connections on 
rights of upper and lower riparian countries and the history 
of negotiations that took place between Nepal and India on 
shared rivers. The recent negotiation on China and Nepal on 
transit was mentioned in this context as a symbolic factor, 
on increasing the country’s bargaining power in terms of 
the negotiations with other countries, particularly India. He 
also emphasized the capacity issues on the Nepalese side for 

negotiation and regional diplomacy. Nepal needs a better connectivity driven strategy in order 
to develop its capacity, accessibility and maintain its trade competitiveness with the rest of the 
world. The speaker also detailed about the need to look at rivers as entities that are political, 
social, natural and catalytic in the context of negotiating transboundary river governance.
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Dr. Mirza Rahman, Visiting Research Associate, Border 
Studies Programme, Institute of Chinese Studies, Delhi, 
India talked about the aspect of cooperation on transboundary 
rivers and strategies of community engagement. The notion 
of understanding borders as territorial compartments are 
almost viewed as natural formations in people’s mind due 
to certain political conditioning. Transboundary rivers are 
excellent examples of flowing boundaries. He opined that 
the development policies that are actually brought about in 

transboundary spaces have to be organically linked to the ecological landscape of the region. The 
vision of a larger participative framework with better engagement of communities will help in 
creating a riparian goodwill for multilateral gains within the South Asian countries. According 
to him, a regionally appraised community engagement system across the transboundary spaces 
will bring in larger concensus and trust. 

Dr. Enamul Haque, Professor, East West University, 
Bangladesh pointed out that the key question to ask is why 
waterway connectivity is not thriving given its historical 
existence. There has been a major modal shift from rivers 
to road in the last few decades; roads being the main player 
and rivers and waterways being the backward player. This 
is despite the fact that waterways transport is the cheapest 
and most environment friendly. Bangladesh has done better 
than some other countries given her vibrant river-transport 

system, but even there, the development paradigms are dictated by dams and bridged rivers, 
rather than ensuring a free flow. Of late, substantial number of physical connectivity projects 
for all modes are ongoing with considerable focus on both coastal and inland waterways. 
BIMSTEC Connectivity Master Plan also emphasizes the above mentioned narrative. 
Henceforth, a pertinent question that arises is whether physical connectivity is a sufficient 
condition for development. There can be growing debates on how are people and entities 
gaining and/or losing from such initiatives and how a collaborative discourse can emerge to 
integrate local with regional issues. Dr. Haque highlighted on building capacities in order to 
leverage a ‘sea-change’ in physical infrastructure, ensuring the sustainability aspect of it.
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Mr. Prithviraj Nath, Senior Fellow, Asian Confluence 
talked about some of the recent shifts in policy climate 
on maritime connectivity including delimitation of Indo-
Bangladesh Maritime boundary in July 2014, Agreement 
of coastal shipping between India and Bangladesh in June 
2015, Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) in November 
2015 and  MoU between India and Bangladesh on use of 
Chittagong and Mongla ports for movement of goods to and 
from India, which is likely to benefit Nepal and Bhutan. 

Opening of Vizag port in 2016 for Nepal’s trade with third countries, Port Master plans in 
Sri Lanka and the lauch of the multimillion Sagarmala project in July 2015 are other major 
developments. Talking about the projects that are on-going and about to start within the sub-
region, Mr. Nath pointed out the strategic issues and hurdles that the region possess. These are: 

• Local vs Regional” discourse with low clarity on long term benefits to local economic 
parameters and also no mechanism to include or compensate “losers” affecting 
implementation – low local political and social ownership

• Uncertainty and hurdles to investment  and doing business – need for harmonised 
and connected processes,  higher digitisation and robust Risk Assessment Systems for 
Investment Decisions 

• Emerging “Nation-state” discourses affecting peace stability and security – less than 
optimal people-to-people connectivity and trust building efforts 

It is important to look at the gains and losses for each of these hurdles through lenses of the 
“Third Space”. Furthermore, linking research results and outputs to tangible outcomes can be 
offered to the policy and practice forums to better understand the impact of business, people, 
livelihoods and gender.

3:15 am – 4:30 pm  : Expert Speak 
• Sustainable Basin Planning, The Meghalaya experience: Dr. Lam Shabong, Meghalaya 

Basin Development Authority

• Regional Cooperation and Water: Dr. Anamika Barua, IIT Guwahati, Assam, India

Talking about the importance of sustainable basin 
planning, Dr. Lam Shabong, Director, Meghalaya Basin 
Development Authority cited wonderful examples of 
ground level interventions, initiated by MBDA on soil 
conservation, restoration, reclamation, water harvesting and 
grey water recycling mechanisms, all with participation of 
local communities.  As the economy of the state depends on 
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development and conservation of water resources, the need of the hour is a proper water resource 
assessment with special focus on village water security plan. MBDA has been extensively 
working on spring protection initiative and spring shed development in parts of Meghalaya 
and results have been satisfactory so far. A successful case study of spring shed rejuvenation 
work with box terraces has been shared in Wah Shari region, Meghalaya, whereby water level 
has substantially increased. Talking about the benefits of spring shed initiatives, Dr. Shabong 
shared the following implications: 

• Social: Improve access to water and improve food security of the vulnerable spring 
dependent communities

• Economic: Reduce risk of crop failure and economic loss due to moisture stress in the 
spring catchment.

• Ecological: Reduction in land degradation, helps in aquifer recharge to improve water 
regime in the basin.

Talking about regional cooperation and water, Dr. Anamika 
Baruah, Professor, IIT Guwahati posed three questions: 

• What is transboundary water cooperation and what 
drives such cooperation?

• Is there a gender dimension in transboundary water 
laws/ frameworks? 

• Why there is a need for multi stakeholder participation 
(including youths) in transboundary discussion and dialogues? 

Going by the conventional definition of cooperation, Dr. Baruah opined that the states are 
usually reluctant to give up its exclusive and indivisible authority over the resource and do not 
essentially see a real economic incentive to alter its behaviour based on its riparian position. 
Hence, there remains a power asymmetry in relationships and negotiations between basin states. 
A reduction of such power equations through capacity building and standards/norms could 
be one possible answer to this issue. Dr. Baruah also narrated on how transboundary water 
discussions are generally ‘closed’ to technical, economic and political elite, leaving out local 
communities (poor, women and other local stakeholders) who directly rely on the resource. 
Hence, there is a need for multi-stakeholder, multilateral and gender sensitive dialogue to 
consider plurality of views and accept the voice of unheard. To her, youths would play a vital 
role in focusing on cooperation in transboundary water related issues rather than arguing on 
conflicts through discussions, OPEDs etc, share public opinions, construct forum for youths 
across basin countries and come up with specific innovations on water cooperation.
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  4:45pm – 5:30 pm  : Practitioner’s Speak
• Micro level interventions for watershed management: Meghalaya experience,                              

Dr. H. Siangbood, Institute of Natural Resources, MBDA

• Role of social enterprises in adaptation at the ground level: Innovative strategies and 
solutions, Mr. Biangborlang Jyrwa, Social Entrepreneur and Green Volunteer, MBDA

The case of Vetiver grass as a major nature - based 
solution for restoration, reclamation was highlighted by                          
Dr. Hygina Siangbood, who extensively works in the rural 
villages of Meghalaya representing Institution of Natural 
Resources, MBDA. Learning from the vetiver experience 
from Thailand was highlighted, which was undertaken and 
facilitated by Asian Confluence in the recent past. In fact, 
practicing Vetiver plantation in parts of Meghalaya revealed 

significant soil erosion control, water purification and coal mining - area reclamation in the last 
couple of years.

A social entrepreneur and green volunteer by profession, 
Mr. Jyrwa has been engaged by MBDA under the ‘Green 
Mission’ to help out various activities that are being 
undertaken under the program. He has been a part of 
Integrated Village Development Plan (IVDP), a baseline 
documentation, for 15 villages in Meghalaya under West 
Khasi Hills district.  He has also been actively associated 
with various afforestation programs in rural schools. 

Considering air, water and soil as the three most important things for survival, Mr. Jyrwa 
associated himself with organic farming programs across the West Khasi Hills district of the 
state. His other social engagements and involvements include green school development, 
capturing young minds with the concept of school nurseries, waste water management through 
soak-pits and village resource mapping.
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DAY 2: Tuesday, 19th March, 2019

9.30 am – 10:45am : Expert Speak

• Mr. Phrang Roy, IAS (Retired), Former Head, International Fund for Agricultural 
Development (IFAD)

• Including the Civil Society perspectives in larger framework of river cooperation,            
Mr. Aditya Pillai, Senior Researcher, Centre for Policy Research, New Delhi, India

The second day of the Young Scholars Forum 2019 started with Mr. Sabyasachi Dutta, 
Executive Director, Asian Confluence greeting all the speakers, participants and observers in 
the room. Introducing two eminent speakers, Mr. Phrang Roy, a renowned expert on rural 
development, gender and indigenous people and Mr. Aditya Pillai, a senior researcher at the 
Initiative for Climate, Energy and Environment, Centre for Policy Research, New Delhi, Mr. 
Dutta urged the audience to participate in an open house discussion, after the completion of the 
“Expert Speak” session. 

Highlighting the “Black-box” thinking idea of success as a 
progressive attitude to failure, Mr. Phrang Roy said that the 
region is trying to address the twenty first century problems 
with twentieth century solutions. Out of the three pillars of 
institutions, ie, government, markets and communities, the 
development discourse has mostly focused on the first two. 
According to him, it is crucial to engage the third pillar or 
the third space and identify the aspects of community led 
success stories. Furthermore, a combination of conventional, 

western knowledge system and traditional and indigenous eastern values will help the region 
find new ways and approaches. There is an urgent need to create knowledge hub comprising 
of young minds and scholars, who work in a collaborative and inter-cultural environment as 
against in silos so as to have creative breakthroughs. While, Mr. Roy empahasised on the need 
of higher participation by civil societies and communities in policy making and development 
discourse, it is imperative to hear the challenges that the civil society space faces while engaging 
in social and political issues. While civil societies play a significant role in implementing 
programs and initiatives on the ground, more political and crucial issues of water governance 
etc. needs credibility and trust within governments and CSOs. The reductionist problems that 
most of the states take in course of working on solutions to complex and layered problems also 
skews the efficiency of the solutions. 

The other issue that CSOs are presently facing is the increasingly diminishing quantum and 
duration of donor support, according to Mr. Roy. Targeted funding in specific issues rather 



31

31

Young Scholar’s Forum|Conference Report

than helping build institutions and supporting the core work is a vital issue. One strategy for 
the civil societies in this regard is to strengthen their role as a broker of knowledge and form 
coalitions to help negotiate better in order to better impact transboundary issues and discourses.

Echoing to what Mr. Roy said, Mr. Pillai also pointed out 
the reductionist approach of the states to look at things. 
The overburdened status of the states would help the civil 
society organisations to take or rather claim that space; 
however maintaining proper liaison, trust and respect for 
the government. A very significant point raised by Mr. 
Pillai voices that institutional credibility is more important 
than individual credibility in building up regional/global 
leadership for CSOs. The major issue that CSOs face in 

general on limitations to funding is alarming, as new avenues like CSR funds are mostly being 
diverted to Government programs in this region. Hence, a CSO coalition on mutually agreed 
upon agenda and consensus seems necessary and an imperative to move forward. Furthermore, 
CSOs should enhance their roles in building up an entrepreneurial role - packaging in order 
to disseminate scientific information to both governments and communities and create a 
platform for organising multi-stakeholder public policy debates. The need for an inter-cultural 
knowledge system for more diverse outcomes is highlighted in this context.

11:00 am – 12:30 pm : Rivers as a means of livelihood

Chair   : Mr. P M Amir Sultan,
      Lead Consultant, Skills, Asian Development Bank.

Presenters:

• Fishery in the Northeast: Building New Practices and Partnerships, Dr. Temjenmeren 
Ao, Research Fellow, ICWA, New Delhi, India

• Dr. Arindam Chakrabarty, Assistant Professor, Department of Management, Rajiv 
Gandhi University, Arunachal Pradesh

• Vulnerable geography of Majuli and its implications on local livelihood,                                                 
Ms. Juri Baruah, TISS Guwahati 

• RS-GIS based study on use of inter fluvial landmasses in downstream of Brahmaputra 
River in Assam, Dr. Lalit Saikia, Assistant Professor, Department of Earth Science, 
University of Science and Technology, Meghalaya

• Riverine trade: Focus on Communities living along the river banks within and across 
borders, Mr. Sayandeep Chattopadhyay, Sr. Research Associate, Asian Confluence.
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Talking about the vast aquatic resources of the NER, Mr. Ao 
pointed out that the region is yet to reach self-sufficiency in 
fish production in respect of economic as well as minimum 
nutritional requirement, resulting in a high regional 
dependency on fish imports. The Blue Revolution vision 
by the Government of India seeks modernization of fishery 
management and the incorporation of new technologies 
while also enabling the empowerment of the fishery 
communities, some of them being expansion of area under 

aquaculture, cage culture, integrated fish farming and use of derelict water bodies. According 
to him, while the NER continues to close the economic gap with the rest of the country it is 
important to realise that the region is blessed with an extensive network of freshwater rivers, 
lakes and streams. Thus, fishery in the NER could very well help close this persisting gap 
through the incorporation of new methods as well as building the right partnerships for growth 
and exports. Northeast being a victim of low level equilibrium with low private investment and 
poor connectivity, it is important to enhance traditional livelihood systems and developmental 
approach to move in the right direction. 

Dr. Arindam Chakrabarty, Assistant Professor, RGU, 
Arunachal Pradesh detailed one of his in-depth studies 
on river and livelihood in Assam, focusing Brahmaputra. 
The major deterrent he faced while doing a comprehensive 
secondary research is the lack of information/data in 
realistically estimating the livelihood linkages. Talking 
about the increasing ground water depletion and a 
decreasing contribution of such water-extractive activities 
to Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) for Assam, Mr. 

Chakrabarty recommended large scale and multi-dimensional research with real life data set in 
a time-bound, result-oriented approach.

Talking about the present vulnerability of soil erosion 
in Majuli (Assam), the largest river island of the world,          
Ms. Juri Baruah, Research Scholar, TISS Guwahati 
highlighted the struggle of local Kumars (potters) dwelling 
in the Salmora district of the state. Due to significant erosion 
of landmass and subsequent flood over the years, the local 
communities face repeated displacement and seasonal 
migration, which in turn adversely affects their livelihood. 
Her paper analyses the traditional livelihood insecurities 
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and seasonal challenges of this community with change in the environment scenario of the 
place. Putting forward the idea of ‘everyday resistance’, propagated by James Scott (1985), her 
paper questioned insecurities and vulnerabilities of traditional livelihood systems and urged 
for better environmental governance. Exploring local best practices exercised by the ethnic 
communities living by the riverine areas and accepting their knowledge system will help these 
people move towards a sustainable future.

A time series study of 20 years on Land use and Land Cover 
(LULC) change of downstream Brahmaputra in Assam in 
post-monsoon months during 1994-2014 was conducted by 
Dr. Lalit Saikia, Assistant Professor, Department of Earth 
Science, University of Science and Technology, Meghalaya. 
His Shared observations are quite critical. A reduction in 
natural grassland and forest has been observed with increase 
in agricultural practices in different bars and islands of 
Brahmaputra in Assam during the period. The study further 

revealed that loss of agricultural land and homestead land from river bank erosion and growing 
population has compelled the riverine people to explore agricultural activities in inter fluvial 
landmasses in post-monsoon months. Identification of sandbars/ islands and evaluation of 
nutrient status is necessary for better agricultural utilization or other activities in post-monsoon 
months. The study recommends that improved regulation and management strategies are 
necessary to enhance the retention of land resources in changed socio-political scenario.

Discussing about the historical significance of trade and 
commerce through riverine routes within eastern South 
Asian countries, Mr. Sayandeep Chattopadhyay, Senior 
Research Associate, Asian Confluence talked about a 
major shift towards land routes leading to the riverine 
routes becoming non-functional. Rivers were one of the 
most important means for transport and flow of goods and 
people; included across countries, at sub-regional as well 
as community levels. Communities living across rivers 

have been exchanging goods and services for a very long time, which, even with the new 
political boundaries have not completely stopped, given natural complementarities. The new 
political boundaries however meant that, it has become difficult to formally exchange goods 
and services for communities living by the rivers, which, are now flowing boundaries between 
nations. Mr. Chattopadhyay talked about exploring possible wayouts and mechanisms to 
restore formal trading between communities across such flowing boundaries in the sub-region 
by proposing localised mechanisms like the border ghaats. Sharing the economic implications 
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and significant impact of the already operationalised border haats on local livelihoods along 
the borders of India - Bangladesh border, ‘now-non-functional’ riverine trade routes could be 
re-imagined with a focus on benefitting communities through more localised trades, which also 
has economic upliftment of border communities.

1:30 pm – 3:00 pm  : Climate Change and rivers

Chair   : Dr. A K Enamul Haque,
      Professor, East West University, Dhaka, Bangladesh

Presenters:

• River and Climate change: the Vietnam experience, Mr. Nguyen Van Linh, Researcher, 
Institute for Indian and Southwest Asian Studies, Ha Noi, Vietnam

• Impact on aquatic species and preservation success stories, Mr. Sayantan Sengupta, 
Manager, Climate Change Program, Earth Day Network, Kolkata

• Understanding the changing climate scenario over Brahmaputra river basin using downscaled 
global model data, Mr. Rupam Bhaduri, Centre for the environment, IIT Guwahati.

The first presenter for the session Mr. Linh explored 
climate change impacts on the flow regimes, floods, water 
quality of rivers, and Vietnam’s adaptation efforts to protect 
the rivers in the context of global climate change. With 
climate change having serious impacts on rivers changing 
streamflow, increasing the pollutants into river surface 
water, saline intrusion deeper into the river, etc, Vietnam 
attaches great importance to the response to climate change, 
considering the response to climate change as an important 

strategy in socio-economic development. Mr. Linh discussed some specific orientations, 
policies and projects which has already been undertaken by the government to improve the 
ability to adapt to the impacts of climate change. The study looks forward to a multinational 
cooperation in the protection of rivers. 

Mr. Sayantan Sengupta, Manager, Climate Change 
Program, Earth Day Network, Kolkata reflects on the 
present status of some of the critically endangered aquatic 
species of India, and showcase selected success stories. 
His presentation showcases successful case studies from 
the Indian sub-continent that highlight the methodologies 
adopted to protect and preserve species. Highlighting the 
fact that global climate change poses a major threat to 
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aquatic species, Mr. Sengupta shared Earth Day Network’s work in protecting Rare Gangetic 
Dolphins across Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh, India, which has shown tangible results in a span of 
five years. Furthermore, he shared a vicious cycle of how climate change leading to a threat to 
fresh water species impact local livelihood vis-a-vis trade and commerce. 

According to Mr. Bhaduri, Research Scholar, IIT 
Guwahati, with the ongoing trend of climate variability, the 
entire Brahmaputra river basin (BRB) is at risk of disasters 
if no exclusive adaptation strategies are developed. He 
looks forward for a need to manage the river by including 
climate change as one of the parameters in the decision 
making process by all the four countries sharing the basin 
and providing a way forward to a climate resilient model. 
The focus of his work is on exploring the climate extremes 

over the BRB using NEX-GDDP data sets with respect to precipitation and temperature for near 
future (2050s) and far future (2080s). His study focuses on how the variability in precipitation 
and temperature over the BRB can put an impact on different utilities of the basin and how 
can the communities adapt to such changes. The exclusion of these climatic factors in decision 
making can perhaps make the basin sensitive to climate change. His research looks up to a 
decision making model which needs to be developed inclusive of climate dynamics, so as to 
reduce the vulnerability aspects.

3:30 pm – 4:45 pm  : The way forward

Rapporteur’s Presentation : Mr. Prithviraj Nath,
      Senior Fellow, Asian Confluence

Moderator   : Mr. Sabyasachi Dutta
      Executive Director, Asian Confluence

Commentators:

• Prof. Enamul Haque,
 Professor, East West University, Dhaka, Bangladesh

• Dr. Syed Ferhat Anwar,
 Director, Institute of Business Administration, Dhaka University, Bangladesh 

• Mr. Shyam KC,
 Director, Research and Development, AIDIA, Nepal

• Dr. Temjenmeren Ao,
 Research Fellow, ICWA, New Delhi, India
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The concluding session started off with Mr. Prithviraj Nath, Senior Fellow, Asian Confluence 
presenting the gist of discussions and the ideas that emerged over the two days. 

Prof. Ferhat Anwar, Institute of Business Management, Dhaka University, Bangladesh 
specifically pointed out a need for joint collaborative efforts among nation with shared rivers 
and water. He welcomed the fact that the Asian Center for Development, Bangladesh has 
already proposed an idea of conducting a Youth Immersion Program for university scholars 
and students along with Asian Confluence in order to provide exposure on economic, cultural 
and geo-political drivers within the region and promote learning through observing the nature. 

Acknowledging Asian Confluence for hosting a well-though-off conference, Mr. Shyam KC, 
Director, AIDIA, Nepal urged for more tie-ups and collaborations in order to address outcome-
oriented, community-level projects. 

Representing Indian Council for World Affairs, Dr. Temjenmeren Ao congratulated team 
Asian Confluence for organising a successful program and shared the ideas and initiatives of 
council in order to gather more informed information on the issues, challenges and possible 
way forward to further enhance partnerships within and across the region through supporting 
such initiatives. Dr. Enamul Haque, Professor, East West University, Dhaka highlighted on 
the need of organising a joint immersion  program for university scholars and students in order 
to propagate the idea of ‘learning by esperience’ and evolve themselves as global citizens. 
Asian Confluence, India and Asian Center for Development, Bangladesh has already agreed 
upon organising such excursions in coming days. On a familiar note, Mr. Sabyasachi Dutta 
ideated on working together on transboudary tourism as an enabler for understanding regional 
cooperation and inland waterways.

The concluding session provided a summary of key discussions, inputs, insights and ideas and 
also discussed possible action agenda in terms of tangible collaborations, efforts and projects 
that can be taken up by institutions and individuals who were part of the forum. It  ended on a 
positive note of already cemented collaboration initiatives among participating organisations 
and promises for much more in the coming days, with  a view to take ahead the theme and 
agenda of the forum. 

A total twenty four Institutions and organisations participated at the two-day forum, which 
includes IIT Guwahati, BIMSTEC Secretariat, North Eastern Council, Indian Council of World 
Affairs, Bangladesh Assistant High Commissioner, Guwahati, AIDIA, Asian Development 
Center, Vietnam Institute for Indian and Southwest Asian Studies, Guwahati University, Rajiv 
Gandhi University, Earth Day Network, Center for Policy Research and Meghalaya Basin 
Development Authority among others.  
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The participants of the forum lauded the spirit and effort of putting this together and unanimously 
agreed that engagement of young minds is a key ingredient towards solving development 
challenges of the region,, comprising of North East India and its eastern neighbours. The forum 
ended on the positive note t hat with the right kind of coalitions, collaborations, research, 
advocacy and lobbying, young researchers, civil societies and other development partners will  
collectively be able to harness the immense potential that the Eastern South Asia region andn 
the larger BIMSTEC region has, in terms of cross-border trade, tourism, water resources, and 
hordes of other sectors. This, in turn, will help the region to transform itself from a land-locked 
to a water-linked land bridge.
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PHOTO GALLERY

DAY 1: INAUGURAL SESSION
(From Right)- Mr. P P Srivastava, Chairman, Governing Council, Asian Confluence; HE Amb M. Shahidul 
Islam, Secretary General, BIMSTEC Secretariat; Amb. TCA Raghavan, Director General, ICWA; Shri. 
Ram Muivah, IAS, Secretary, North Eastern Council, Government of India and Mr. Sabyasachi Dutta, 
Executive Director, Asian Confluence.

DAY 1: TECHNICAL SESSION ON TOURISM
(From Right)- Ms. Nguyen Thi Hien, Department of Economy and Development Studies, Vietnam Institute 
for Indian and Southwest Asia Studies (VIISAS), Ha Noi, Vietnam; Mrs. Rose  Kharsynthiew, MBDA, 
Meghalaya; Dr. Syed Ferhat Anwar, Director, Institute of Business Administration, Dhaka University, 
Bangladesh; HE Amb. M. Shahidul Islam, Secretary General, BIMSTEC Secretariat; Dr. Shah 
Mohammad Tanvir Monsur, Bangladesh Assistant High Commissioner, Guwahati; Mr. Pankaj Hazarika, 
Director (India), BIMSTEC Secretariat; Mr. Sachin Kumar Behera, Research Scholar, Department of 
Tourism and Hotel Management, NEHU and Ms. Nabila Nuzhat Hye, Research Associate, Asian Center 
for Development, Sylhet, Bangladesh
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PHOTO GALLERY

DAY 1: TECHNICAL SESSION ON RIVER AND COASTAL CONNECTIVITY
(From Right)- Mr. Prithviraj Nath, Sr. Fellow, Asian Confluence; Dr. A K Enamul Haque, Professor, 
East West University, Dhaka, Bangladesh; Dr. Chandan Mahanta, Professor and Head, Civil Engineering 
Department, IIT Guwahati; Mr. Shyam KC, Director, Research and Development, AIDIA, Nepal and Dr. 
Mirza Rahman, Visiting Research Associate, Border Studies Programme, Institute of Chinese Studies, 
Delhi, India.

DAY 1: EXPERT SPEAK
(From Right)- Dr. Lam Shabong, Director, Meghalaya Basin Development Authority and Dr. Anamika 
Barua, Professor, IIT Guwahati.
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PHOTO GALLERY

DAY 1: PRACTITIONER SPEAK
(From Right)- Mr. Biangborlang Jyrwa, Social Entrepreneur and Green Volunteer, MBDA and Dr. H. 
Siangbood, Research Scholar, Institute of Natural Resources, MBDA.

DAY 2: EXPERT SPEAK
(From Right)- Mr. Aditya Pillai, Senior Researcher, Centre for Policy Research, New Delhi, India;   
Mr. Sabyasachi Dutta, Executive Director, Asian Confluence and Mr. Phrang Roy, IAS (Retired), Former 
Head, International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD)
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PHOTO GALLERY

DAY 2: TECHNICAL SESSION ON RIVERS AS A MEANS OF LIVELIHOOD
(From Right)- Mr. Sayandeep Chattopadhyay, Sr. Research Associate, Asian Confluence; Dr. Lalit 
Saikia, Assistant Professor, Department of Earth Science, University of Science and Technology, 
Meghalaya; Dr. Arindam Chakrabarty, Assistant Professor, Department of Management, Rajiv Gandhi 
University, Arunachal Pradesh, Mr. P M Amir Sultan, Lead Consultant, Skills, Asian Development Bank; 
Dr. Temjenmeren Ao, Research Fellow, ICWA, New Delhi, India and Ms. Juri Baruah, Research Scholar, 
TISS Guwahati

DAY 2: TECHNICAL SESSION ON CLIMATE CHANGE AND RIVERS
(From Right)- Mr. Sayantan Sengupta, Manager, Climate Change Program, Earth Day Network, Kolkata; 
Mr. Nguyen Van Linh, Researcher, Institute for Indian and Southwest Asian Studies, Ha Noi, Vietnam;   
Dr. A K Enamul Haque, Professor, East West University, Dhaka, Bangladesh and Mr. Rupam Bhaduri, 
Centre for the environment, IIT Guwahati.
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PHOTO GALLERY

DAY 2: VALEDICTORY SESSION
(From Right)- Mr. Shyam KC, Director, Research and Development, AIDIA, Nepal; Dr. Syed Ferhat 
Anwar, Director, Institute of Business Administration, Dhaka University, Bangladesh; Mr. Sabyasachi 
Dutta, Executive Director, Asian Confluence; Dr. A K Enamul Haque, Professor, East West University, 
Dhaka, Bangladesh and Mr. Prithviraj Nath, Sr. Fellow, Asian Confluence.



43

43

Young Scholar’s Forum|Conference Report

AGENDA
DAY 1: Monday, 18th March, 2019

8:30 am – 9:30 am  : Registration and Networking Breakfast

9:30 am - 10:30 am : Inaugural Session

Chair   : Mr. P P Shrivastav,
      Chairman, Governing Council, Asian Confluence

Introduction  : Mr. Sabyasachi Dutta,
      Executive Director, Asian Confluence

Special Address by : Shri. Ram Muivah, IAS,(Guest of Honour)
      Secretary, North Eastern Council, Government of India

Special Address by : Amb. M. Shahidul Islam, (Chief Guest)
      Secretary General, BIMSTEC Secretariat

Keynote Address  : Amb. TCA Raghavan,

      Director General, ICWA

Vote of Thanks

10:30 am – 12:30 pm : Tourism for better sub-regional integration, economic 
      and peace dividends

Chair   : Amb. M. Shahidul Islam,
      Secretary General, BIMSTEC Secretariat

Presenters:

• BIMSTEC Tourism framework, Mr. Pankaj Hazarika, Director (India), BIMSTEC 
Secretariat

• Tourism and Connectivity developments between Bangladesh and India, Dr. Shah 
Mohammad Tanvir Monsur, Bangladesh Assistant High Commissioner, Guwahati

• Possibilities of inland waterways tourism between Bangladesh and India, Dr. Syed Ferhat 
Anwar, Director, Institute of Business Administration, Dhaka University, Mekong Delta 
tourism: The Vietnam Experience, Ms. Nguyen Thi Hien, Department of Economy and 
Development Studies, Vietnam Institute for Indian and Southwest Asia Studies (VIISAS), 
Ha Noi, Vietnam

• Riverine and water tourism: Community managed success stories and learning for the 
region, Mrs. Rose  Kharsynthiew, MBDA, Meghalaya.
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• Socio-Economic Transformation in Assam: Explorations and Innovations in Brahmaputra 
Riverine Tourism, Dr. Arindam Chakrabarty & Mr. Uday Sankar Das, Rajiv Gandhi 
University, Arunachal Pradesh

• Nature Based Tourism: Introducing Assam-Meghalaya-Sylhet circuit for youths, Ms. 
Nabila Nuzhat Hye, Research Associate, Asian Center for Development, Sylhet, 
Bangladesh

• Prospects of water based tourism in Meghalaya, Mr. Sachin Kumar Behera & Mr. 
Rashmi Ranjan Choudhury, Research Scholar, Department of Tourism and Hotel 
Management, NEHU.

12:30 pm - 1:30pm  : Lunch
1:30 am – 3:15 pm  : River and coastal connectivity in Eastern South Asia
Chair   : Dr. Chandan Mahanta,
      Professor and Head, Civil Engineering Department,   
     IIT Guwahati

Presenters:

• Sea access for land locked territories: Perspectives from Nepal, Mr. Shyam KC, 
Director, Research and Development, AIDIA, Nepal

• Cooperation on  transboundary rivers: strategies for community engagement, Dr. Mirza 
Rahman, Visiting Research Associate, Border Studies Programme, Institute of Chinese 
Studies, Delhi, India

• Inland Waterways connectivity: Bangladesh Perspective: Dr. A K Enamul Haque, 
Professor, East West University, Dhaka, Bangladesh.

• Recent developments in inland waterways and coastal connectivity, Mr. Prithviraj 
Nath, Sr. Fellow, Asian Confluence.

3:15 am – 4:30 pm  : Expert Speak 
• Sustainable Basin Planning, The Meghalaya experience: Dr. Lam Shabong, Meghalaya 

Basin Development Authority.

• Regional Cooperation and Water: Dr. Anamika Barua, IIT Guwahati, Assam, India.

4:30 pm – 4:45pm  : Tea
4:45pm – 5:30 pm  : Practitioner’s Speak
• Micro level interventions for watershed management: Meghalaya experience, Dr. H. 

Siangbood, Institute of Natural Resources, MBDA

• Role of social enterprises in adaptation at the ground level: Innovative strategies and 
solutions, Mr. Biangborlang Jyrwa, Social Entrepreneur and Green Volunteer, MBDA
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DAY 2: Tuesday, 19th March, 2019

9:00 am – 9:30 am  : Registration 

9.30 am – 10:45am : Expert Speak

• Mr. Phrang Roy, IAS (Retired), Former Head, International Fund for Agricultural 
Development (IFAD)

• Including the Civil Society perspectives in larger framework of river cooperation,            
Mr. Aditya Pillai, Senior Researcher, Centre for Policy Research, New Delhi, India.

10: 45 am – 11: 00 am  : Tea

11:00 am – 12:30 pm : Rivers as a means of livelihood

Chair   : Mr. P M Amir Sultan,
      Lead Consultant, Skills, Asian Development Bank.

Presenters:

• Fishery in the Northeast: Building New Practices and Partnerships, Dr. Temjenmeren 
Ao, Research Fellow, ICWA, New Delhi, India

• Dr. Arindam Chakrabarty, Assistant Professor, Department of Management, Rajiv 
Gandhi University, Arunachal Pradesh

• Vulnerable geography of Majuli and its implications on local livelihood, Ms. Juri 
Baruah, TISS Guwahati 

• RS-GIS based study on use of inter fluvial landmasses in downstream of Brahmaputra 
River in Assam, Dr. Lalit Saikia, Assistant Professor, Department of Earth Science, 
University of Science and Technology, Meghalaya

• Riverine trade: Focus on Communities living along the river banks within and across 
borders, Mr. Sayandeep Chattopadhyay, Sr. Research Associate, Asian Confluence

12:30 pm – 1:30 pm : Lunch

1:30 pm – 3:00 pm  : Climate Change and rivers

Chair   : Dr. A K Enamul Haque,
      Professor, East West University, Dhaka, Bangladesh

Presenters:

• River and Climate change: the Vietnam experience, Mr. Nguyen Van Linh, Researcher, 
Institute for Indian and Southwest Asian Studies, Ha Noi, Vietnam

• Impact on aquatic species and preservation success stories, Mr. Sayantan Sengupta, 
Manager, Climate Change Program, Earth Day Network, Kolkata
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• Understanding the changing climate scenario over Brahmaputra river basin using 
downscaled global model data, Mr. Rupam Bhaduri, Centre for the environment, IIT 
Guwahati.

3:00 pm – 3:30 pm  : Tea

3:30 pm – 4:45 pm  : The way forward

Rapporteur’s Presentation : Mr. Prithviraj Nath,
      Senior Fellow, Asian Confluence

Panellist:

  • Prof. Enamul Haque,
   Professor, East West University, Dhaka, Bangladesh

  • Dr. Syed Ferhat Anwar,
   Director, Institute of Business Administration, Dhaka University, Bangladesh 

  • Mr. Shyam KC,
   Director, Research and Development, AIDIA, Nepal

  • Dr. Temjenmeren Ao,
   Research Fellow, ICWA, New Delhi, India

Moderator   : Mr. Sabyasachi Dutta
      Executive Director, Asian Confluence

Open House Discussion

4:45 pm – 5:00 pm  : Wrap up and Vote of Thanks
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The Indian Council of World Affairs was established in 1943 by a group of Indian intellectuals 
as a think tank. It was registered as a non-official, non-political and non-profit organisation 
under the Registration of Societies Act 1860. By an Act of Parliament in 2001, the Indian 
Council of World Affairs has been declared an insti¬tution of national importance. The Vice 
President of India is the ex-officio President of ICWA. 

It is devoted exclusively for the study of international relations and foreign affairs. Historic 
international conferences like ‘Asian Relations Conference’ in 1947 under the leadership of 
freedom fighter Sarojini Naidu and ‘United Nations and the New World Order’ in 1994 have 
been held by this think tank in which world renowned dignitaries addressed huge gatherings of 
intellectuals. Scores of conferences, meet¬ings and panel discussions have been organised by 
the Council in its elegant building called “Sapru House”

Asian Confluence is a think-tank institution headquartered in Shillong, Meghalaya, India. It is 
an initiative of Divya Jeevan Foundation which works through research, training, advocacy and 
exchange programs to empower the ‘Third Space’ towards creating better understanding of the 
Eastern South Asian region as a confluence of ideas and geographies.

Asian Confluence initiates, stimulates and accelerates revival of the shared civilizational 
values between the peoples of India and South East and East Asia in order to  strengthen our 
ecological, intellectual, economic, technological, political and security  ties, and thus ensure 
that we become  dependable and involved partners for the growth of all countries in emerging 
Asia.

ORGANISATIONS:

INDIAN COUNCIL OF WORLD AFFAIRS (ICWA)

INDIAN COUNCIL OF WORLD AFFAIRS (ICWA)



Asian Confluence
India East Asia Center

Lady Veronica Park, Laitumkhrah
Shillong, Meghalaya - 793 003

   /AsianConfluence /   @asianconfluence
       asianconfluence.org


